How do we teach reading in both languages ?
We teach our pupils how to read in English first in Reception year (Moyenne Section) thanks to small groups "phonics" sessions. The main objectives of this year are for the children to understand the mechanisms of the blending technique, and to know how to decipher and write simple words and also to start to learn the "tricky words". By the end of Year 1, pupils will have learned how to read and write according to the English Curriculum progression.
The discovery of French phonèmes and graphèmes starts later in Grande Section (Year 1) to be completed in CP (Year 2) with a more systematic teaching of reading with the syllabic method.
Whatever the language, we actually only learn how to read once in a lifetime. But we benefit here from the natural transfer of the reading skills acquired in English towards the reading of French which is usually acquired faster in our environment. Learning how to read happens then alternatively and not simultaneously which enables each pupil to integrate each language's various sounds at their own pace and avoid any confusion.
How do we provide both curricula entirely when we actually teach each language half week? What happens especially with the science, history and geography ?
​
Teaching two curricula does not mean repeating each learning objective in both languages. 
An important part of our pedagogic work has been to gather the common learning objectives in both curricula and at the same time, list all the specific abilities. It was then possible to draw a clear and efficient teaching plan per year group.
For instance in mathematics, expected objectives are identical even though teaching strategies may often vary. Pointing this out enables us to optimise our teaching time for the benefit of all the topics.
Our cross curricular projects are then very useful as we can gather several learning objectives in one teaching sequence. While cross curricular teaching keep the pupils very focused and curious, it also leads the group to tackle a greater number of skills at the same time.
​
To sum up, we would say that we especially focus on the learning objectives regarding mathematics and language and that we definitely put history, geography and science at the heart of our teaching plans.
​
How do you deal with the arrival of new pupils, especially in older primary year groups ?
​
We welcome bilingual or English beginner pupils in our older primary year groups. A good level in French is nonetheless required in those age groups.
Whenever complete English beginner pupils join us from Year 2 (CP), a teaching assistant is added to the teacher whenever needed. Pupils can then be dispatched in smaller groups during some specific sessions focused on basic vocabulary; beginners can also be helped during lessons by the assistant offering extra-help on a one to one basis.
Our low number year group are very helpful and efficient here: 20 pupils per age group.
 
We encourage parents of these beginner pupils to try to provide support at home eg from a nanny, or by enrolling the child in some after-school clubs.
​
What about the use of ICT ?
​
[bookmark: _GoBack]ICT is taught as part of our core curriculum from Year 1 and children have the option to deepen their learning by joining our Coding club.  
​
Do you have a sport or artistic stance ?
​
All our pupils benefit for ballet lessons (once a week). Lessons are provided by a professional teacher formerly dancing with the River Dance Company. 
​
We also have choir sessions once a week all year long.
​
We organise two school shows per year (in December and June) where the children happily and proudly demonstrate their progress in those two fields.
​
Any other particularitie?
​​
We organise many school outings : learning outside the school broadens the pupils’ horizon and gives a more palpable meaning to the various projects we implement.
​
Finally, our school’s cosy environment with low number year groups enables our pupils to feel listened to, be different and develop a certain pride of belonging to this small community.
​
What are the choices of pupils for their secondary school after Year 6 ?
​
We are a fully private school and do not belong to the AEFE network (international network of French schools subsidised by the French government). Integrating an AEFE French secondary school is thus not guaranteed, but so far all the pupils who left us and applied to a French or bilingual school have been granted a place. Families moving to France have no difficulty in enrolling their children back into the French system (public or private).
A growing number of our pupils tend to opt for a British secondary school, often preferring the private system.
(Examples of schools in which our pupils have been offered a place: Jeannine Manuel London, Lycée Charles de Gaulle, CFBL, Lycée Winston Churchill Wembley, Sections Internationales de Sèvres, Lycée International de St Germain-en-Laye, The Hall, Westminster Under...)
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